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2020 UMPIRE GUIDANCE: 
 

1. All coaches, players, and umpires will be required to fill out and sign the  
 "PA DISTICT 14 COMMUNICABLE DISEASES WAIVER RELEASE FORM." 
   

  This form was emailed to each umpire.  The form must be filled out and submitted 
  to each and every league that you will be umpiring for. 
 

 
2.   The players will NOT be in their dugouts during the game.  The players will be socially  
 distanced down their respective side of the field.  Many will be intermingled with the 
 spectators.  Preferably, they should be sitting directly in front of their own families. 
   

  For the sake of organization, the coaches are encouraged to have the players sit  
  according to their spot in the batting order.  That's not something that we'll be getting 
  involved with.  The players should have their personal equipment with them wherever 
  they are stationed.  No equipment should be left in the dugout during the game. 
 
 
3. Player equipment inspection will consist of a "no-touch" visual only inspection.  
 Equipment is to be laid out by the teams to facilitate a “no-touch" visual only 
 inspection.  Any questions or concerns will be addressed directly with the coach.  

   

  All equipment should be laid out with the certification (i.e. USA Logo on bats, NOCSAE stamp  
  on helmets) clearly visible without the umpire touching anything.  Look for the obvious.   
  You won't be able to feel the bat for cracks & dents this year. 
 

  By doing a "no-touch" visual only inspection, this should alleviate the need for the  
  umpires to carry hand sanitizer with them onto the field. 
 
 

4.   Umpires are encouraged to eliminate the plate meeting if at all possible. 
   

  If there is a plate meeting, umpires are encouraged to wear cloth face coverings, and 
  maintain six feet social distancing at all times during the plate meeting.  Encouraged 
  does NOT mean mandatory.  If you're not comfortable wearing a cloth mask, then 
  don't wear one. 
 

  Plate meetings should only consist of one manager or coach from each team, and  
  the game umpires.  No players should ever be part of the plate meetings.  
 

  In order to avoid the spread of germs, line-up cards should NOT be exchanged. 
 
 
5. No handshakes, high fives or fist bumps before, during, or after the game. 
   

  Physical contact should be kept to a minimum as much as possible.  Understand that 
  players will spontaneously interact with each other.  Let the coaches handle that. 
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6.   Umpires are encouraged, if physically able, but not required, to wear cloth face 
 coverings during the game.   
   

  Many people simply can't wear a mask during a game, and this was explained to the 
  leagues.  It's hot enough on the field without placing another unnecessary burden 
  on the umpires. 
 
 
7.   Balls and strikes will be called from behind home plate.  However, at the discretion  
 of the umpire, balls and strikes may be called from behind the mound.  
   

  If calling balls and strikes from behind the mound the following considerations  
  should be taken into account: 
 

• When you call balls & strikes from behind the mound, you are putting yourself 
in an unfamiliar situation.  The strike zone looks completely different from 50 
feet away and in a direct line with the plate.  You can't tell if a slow looping 
pitch, drops through the strike zone, or behind it. 

 

• If you're behind the mound, you're putting yourself at an extreme disadvantage 
trying to call fair/foul on any batted ball hit close to the line. 
 

• The accuracy of your calls will suffer, and will be brought into question more 
often.  You will take more heat because of it! 

 
 
8. Each team will provide 2-3 baseballs to be used while that team is on defense. These 
 balls will be alternated each half inning to limit cross contamination between teams.  

   

  The team going out on defense will provide the plate umpire with a supply of baseballs  
  to be used for that half-inning.  At the end of the half-inning, the umpire will return the  
  remaining baseballs to that team, and get a new supply of baseballs from the team  
  that is now going out on defense.  This way the defensive team is only handling their  
  own team's baseballs. 
   

  The coaches will be responsible to sanitize the baseballs between innings, and any  
  time they are hit out of the playing field. 
 
 

9.   Umpires shall limit contact with the baseballs, catchers shall retrieve foul balls and 
 passed balls wherever possible.  
   

  The umpire should only receive baseballs from the defensive coach, who should be 
  sanitizing the baseballs prior to giving them to the umpire. 

 
 

10.   Bat retrieval will be by the offensive bench coach who will grab the bat by the barrel.  
   

  This is something that we're not accustomed to allowing.  However, in light of this 
  year's  special circumstances, it's one of the allowances that we are granting to help 
  keep the spread of germs to a minimum. 


